et al.: The death of Alison Bailey Parker ('12)

FROM THE EDITOR

Alison believed her responsibility as a journalist
was to draw an audience to her story and present
an unbiased, well-scrutinized account to enable
others to form their own understanding.

ON AUG. 26, 2015, Alison's promising young life was cut short in a
shooting that also claimed the life of her colleague, Adam Ward, and injured
another, Vicki Gardner.
Long before Alison Parker's death made national news, JMU SMAD students
knew her name.
Says assistant professor of media arts and design and Alison's former
advisor Ryan Parkhurst, "We talked about Alison in our classrooms as the
example of who you should try and emulate as a journalism student. She
never backed away from a story. Never backed away from an interview. Even
at 19, she had a rare ability to command a room and put interviewees at ease
after just one conversation. She was like a light bulb that was always on."

1believe in a well-informed society. Keeping
track of current events
enables everyone to
make better decisions
regarding politics, the
economy, and culture.'
1

- ALISON PARKER ('12) ,
in her application to become a Media Arts
and Design major at ]MU

Alison's effervescent personality and unparalleled drive set the bar for
other students. Her classmates fondly recall the time she spent three days
chasing a bicyclist in a purple leotard trying to nail an interview for journalism
class. Her efforts were unsuccessful. Always prepared with a backup, Alison
produced an alternate story in two hours that still managed to earn the highest marks of the day.
"It's easy to put effort into a story," says Parkhurst, "but it's hard to take
what you're learning in the classroom and apply it to making a good story.
That's something Alison did. And what I hope all JMU students learn from her."

.........................................................
To honor Alison's passion for life and journalism,
the Parker family has created the

ALISON PARKER MEMORIAL FUND
Give today to support fut ure students in the School of Media Arts
and Design at www.jmu.edu/alison-parker

N

ews that two journalists were
shot and killed on live television
spread rapidly that Wednesday
morning in late August. Calls
from national media began
streaming in to our offices to confirm that one
of the victims -Alison Parker - was a graduate ofJMU. If you have ever been involved in
a fast-breaking national news story, you know
that handling the torrent of interest is challenging. Fortunately, JMU spokesperson Bill
Wyatt is unflappable. As he handled the rapid-fire requests from CN N to People magazine - and as we dealt with the
university nearly going on lockdown when state police warned
us that Parker's killer was driving up Interstate 81 toward the
university- Wyatt dispatched
his duties admirably.
As university spokesperson, Alison Bailey
Parker ('12)
Bill works a lot with students
at T he Breeze. T hat Wednesday evening,
after the day's commotion, I received this
email from Bill:
Andy, Just went through my old em ails
and found this. A sad day. Bill
On 1/28 / 13, 7:49 PM, "Parker, Alison
Bailey- parke2ab" wrote:
Hi Don and Bill!
Just wanted to say hello, and hope you're
both doing well. I wanted to thank you for
being so amazing to work with when I was on
The Breeze. You both taught me a lot about
media relations and protocol when it comes
to getting in touch with the right people for
stories, and it's helped so much that I learned
it early on. Having started my job, I've run
into a lot of PIOs who are great, and others
not so accommodating. Thank you so much
for always being so extremely helpful, even if
I asked you stupid questions about fire ants or
quad cats. I'm lucky to have had such a great
experience working with and learning from
you both. I'll always remember that.
Q
Best regards, Alison Parker

Andrew D. Perrine ('86),
executive editor
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